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ON THE WAY TO FREEDOM

LEVI COFFIN'S STATION ON FAMOUS
S“UNDERGROUND RAILROAD.”

*

Wayne Coanty Will Try to Preserve
the Homestead—=Harhored Many Refl-
mEees, Incinding “Eliza Harris.™

-

The place of most historical importance,
perhaps, In the county s the old homestead
of levi Coffin, In Fountain City. This old
bullding with fts surroundings is closely
fdentified with many of the important events
of the days when there were no raiiroads
and when Richmond was but a village, and
& strong fecling has developed that they
fhould be proserved intact. The Wayne
County Historical Society has about eom-
Pwted a plan whereby the prefises may be

_ peurchased and pald for and the buildings

pieserved as long as possible. This soclety
was permanently organized In 1882 and is
composed of many of the most substantial
citizens of the county. Its object is to col-
Ject and preserve information touching the
history of the county and to secure “facts
Mustrative of the settlement of Wayne
county, the habits, manners and mode of
Hfe of its inhabitants at various periods,
and its advancement in population, wealth
and culture. and to cultivate more intimate
social relations among its inhabitants.” The
firgt president of the soeclety was Joseph
M. Bulla; vice president, Willlam C. Starr;
secretary, Joseph C. Ratliff, and treasurer,
J. H. Moormann. The soclety is in a flour-
ishing condition and there is a general in-
terest in its affairs. When the society ob-
tains possession of the house it will be, used
a8 a depository for old-time utensils and im-
plaments possessing a rare or curious local
history. A room will be set apart for the
safe keeping of documents and letters of a
historical pature, and it is expected that
many manuscripts and books will be
brought to light and placed therein for pres-
ervation. Special effogt will be made to
Procurs a complets collection of the imple-
ments used in slavery times, which will
fllustrate the hardships and tortures in-

A FAMOUS STATION.

This house was one of the most important
stations on the underground railroad, of
which peculiar institution Levi Coffin was
the reputed president. Its history is of the
most interesting character, and many of
the events that occurred within its walls
comprehended affairs of more than national
scope. Indeed, the ultimate effect of some

of the events ypon affairsof government can-

2ot be computed. The feeling engendered by
the actions of anti-slavery people was so
wiolent at times that meighborhoods were
aroused, friends estranged and even relig-
fous denominations split into opposing fac-
tions. The head center of anti-slavery sen-
timent in Indiana was this town called
Newport, since pamed Fountain City, and
the rendesvous of its supporters was Levl
Coffin’'s home. At this house were held
meetings of the friends of slaves and the
opponents of slavery, and here doctrines
were enunciated which held that all men
were free and equal and of right should be
#0, and further that it was no sin to vio-
iate the laws of the land when such laws

intertered with the laws of God. Indignation

@t the wrongs of the slave was expressed
in the quiet speech of the Quaker, but if
the words lacked fiery utterance, they were

- momne the less backed by determination and

frresistible wills, It was in this house that
the first opposition in Indiana to the use of
the preducts of slavery took form and ut-
terance and it was here that the doectrind
the Friends’ Church regarding slavery
attacked by its own members so vio-

and forcefully that a division resulted

the friends of free labor were expelled.
immediately formed another organiza-

tion, exactly like the parent church, except
#s to its declarations regarding free labor.
This new organization assumed such impor-
tance that delegates from the main meet-
fag In London journeyed all the day to Levi
Loffin’'s home to effect a reconciliation. This
jJourney was in vain, however, for these
griends of human liberty adhered the more
gtrongly to their bellef when they saw the
attempt to deprive even themselves of the
zight to think and aet according to the
dictates of their own conscience. After sev-
eral years the two factions reunited, but not

: . @t the sacrifice of the doctrine which drove
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- Cabin."

the one from the parent church.
' ABOLITIONIST RESORT.

. Many of the noted Abolitionists of the time

same to this house to counsel with Mr, Cof-

- fin In regard to the great cause of anti-

plavery. Frederick Douglass came here to
offer his personmal acknowledgment to Levi
Coffin for the great work he was doing for
his race and tc cheer the hearts of the offi-
<ers of the underground railroad with his

eloquence. FEliza Harris, of
*Unecle Tom's Cabln'' fame, was received

P 8 fainting condition, yet carrying

. child In her arms, with which she had
the drifting ice in the swollen Ohio
. .Bhe was kept here for several days
completely restored, when she was for-
along the maln line into Canada.
was afterwards joined by her husband
Canada, where they became well to do,
_ where Levi Coffin and his wife, Aunt
Eaty, visited them in thelr home.
. The story of Eliza so impressed Levi Cof-
fin that he wrote a detailed description of
the event to Harrlet Beecher Stowe, in
‘Which he gave a description of her escape
and miraculous crossing of the river on the
floating ice. He pointed out to Mrs. Stowe
the divine preservation of the poor slave
and her child through dangers and hard-
ships, and begged her to use her tremen-

dous power to assist the cause to which he-

_Bimself bad devoted his life. The response
20 Mr. Coflin's appeal was “Uncle Tom's
In that book levi Coffin and his
wife were taken for the originals of “Si-
mon” and “Rachel Halliday,” the Inimitable
qQuaker couple. The story that Eliza related
of her escape and experiences are but little
changed in Uncle Tom's Cabin, the real ¢Ir-
cumstances being sufliciently dramatic and
touching. When Eliza arrived at Mr. Cof-
fin's home, she had no surname, as indeed
was the case with most slaves, After hear-
ing her siory Aunt Katy gave her the pame
Ellza Harris and asked her to always re-
tain it, which she promised to do. When
Ber husband finally reached her in Canada
be also took the name bestowed upon his
wife and was known as George Harrls ever
afterward. It is not now known what

- Eliza’'s original name was, whether it was

peally Eliza or something else, but the fact
that the full name given her by Aunt Katy
was the same as that used in Uncle Tom's
Cabin, serves to support Mr. Coffin's claim
that the writer of the hook had no knowl-
edge of the circumstances other than the
detalled account given her by Levi Cofin.
Nearly every fugitive received in this house
was given a full name by Aunt Katy. Some-
times she was at her wits' end to find suita-
ble names and not give more than one per-
son of the hundreds received, the same
A record was kept of the names be-

! § and some of the circumstances at-
_fending the escapa of the individual. This
secord was a source of much pleasure to
Mr. and Mrs. Coffin, when In after years
they visited at their homes In Canada the
persons whom they had assisted on
"the road to freedom. Many persons
et Hving in Fountain City were able as-
_ gistants of Levi Coffin In his work of car-
ing for the sufferers who sought their ald.

‘Rev, John Wright Johnson distinctly re-

members Eliza Haryls and heard her mov-

-:"‘,'ﬂmmn-rown lips. He remembers

“hw & handsome ynung woman of

b -

gent beyond most persons of her condition.
8he was possessed of a very religious sen-
timent and declared that she had no fear
while crossing the ice, for she felt that God
would preserve her. Rev. Johnson rememe-
bers many of the remarkable scenes that
gecurred in the streets of the little town
when slave hunters arrived on the track of
fugitives,
OUTWITTED SLAVE HUNTERS.

Many amusing incidents are reiated of the
discomfiture of the baflled hunters. The
quiet Quakers never failed to outwit the
flery and profane Southerners and never
filnched from the grave dangers which
threatened them again and Thesze
people were noncombatants, but they faced
even greater dangers than many men who
afterward went to the front to battie for the
cause which these quiet, determined citizens
had been fighting for for years.,

t is a remarkable fact that not one of
the fugitives whom Levl Coffin assisted to
freedom was ever recaptured, which = an
evidence of the thorough manner in which
he performed his work. More than two
thousand slaves were received in this house,
At times as many as twenty were enter-
tained at once. It I3 estimated that by this
time the descendants of those persons as-
gisted to freedom by Levi Coffn number
Aot less than one hundred thousand. Truly
the effect of Levl Coffin's work performed
in this out-of-the-way village will not cease
to be manifest until the sun and moon be
darkened and the heavens rolled together
like a scroil.

Levl Coffin was born in North Carolina in
1798, He removed to this county in 1826
He opened a dry goods store and afterwards
added groceries and hardware and finally
packed pork and manufactured linseed oll
He was energetic and a man of great in-
fluence in the State. During the first year
of his residence in Indiana he became en-
gaged in alding fugitive slaves to escape
from bondage. His house soon became
known as the central station on all the sys-
tem of the underground railroad. 1In all
kinds of weather, at any time of day or
night, wherever underground trains arrived,
he received the passengers Into his house.
His wife, no less brave than himself,
warmed and fed and concealed the fugitives,
to be started northward as soon as they
were refreshed and the way was safe. Some-
times the fugitives arrived worn out and
gick and clothed in rags. Under such cir-
cumstances individuals were kept for
months, until thoroughly recunerated, when
they were provided with clothes and for-
warded to Canada. Levi Coffin used his own
means unsparingly in the work, and his wife
always assisted his efforts. They never grew
tired of this labor of love, and when in 1847
they removed to Cincinnati it was only to
widen the field of their operations in behalf
of the slave. They continued their work
until the blacks were emancipated. During
the years of their active labors in the cause
more than 3,3 slaves were received in their
Fome and assisted to reach a land where
they would be free as soon as their feet
touched its soll.

ABUNDANT HIDING PLACES.

Thelr old homestead in Fountain City re-
mains very much as it was when occupiled
by themseives. It is a two-story brick,
with a wide hall and substantial winding
stalrway. The rooms are finished in heavy
oak and walnut and the doors are large and
ponderous. In each room are old-fashioned
presses, and likewise in every room there is
a wide fireplace. There are little doors in
odd corners and cubby holes In the ceilings,
each of them just about large enocugh to
admit a man. It is not known whether Levi
Coffin had these odd nooks and crannies
constructed especially with the view of af-
fording concealment for fugitives, but they
are excellent contrivances for such a pur-
pose, and it was @t a common form of
architecture. In the rear of the main two-
story part of the house an oblong addition
extends a story and a half In height. At
the &ide of the rooms in the second story of
this addition there Is an attic, roomy, dark
and mysterious. It is entered through a low
narrow door in which a man must stoop
very low, but after he is within the attic
he can stand upright. The roof slopes to
the floor of the attic, and a narrow pas-
sage way extends round the rooms against
which the attic is bullt. It was within this
attic that the negroes were concealed, and
when a bed was set against the low door
its existence would not be suspected. There
is a basement under this rear portion of the
house and {ts builder wrought better
than he knew f he did not in-
tend its curious construction for the pur-
pose to which it was so often applied.
At the east end of the basement there is a
very wide fireplace with a chimney large
enough to afford concealment or egress for
several persons. In the south wall of the
basement is a small doorway opening into
a narrow room, long, like a passageway. At
one end of this narrow room, which has a
dirt floor, was a spring, since dried up. It
was from this room that an underground
tunnel led to the rear of the premises, and
by which escape was effected when the pur-
suit was hot or the place was under close
surveillance. All of the mysterious little
rooms entered by the narrow, low doors
and cubby holes haye dark, remote cor-
ners, into which the light even of bright
noon does not clearly penetrate. Even at
this day, when the stirring events that took
place here are over, it does not require a
vivid imagination to fancy seeing woolly
heads clustering together in the attempt to
hide and fearful eyes shining through the
gloom. Every nook and corner about the
house {s suggestive of the purpose to which
it was accommodated, and an influence born
of the associations takes possession of the
beholder.

A NORTHERN INSTITUTION.

The underground railroad is a Northern
institution. It i{s not believed to have had
any formal organization in the land south
of the Ohio river, beyond a very general
desire on the part of a class of peopie in
the slave States to make money by any
means whatsoever. It was not uncommon
for slaves to be pald small sums of money
for doing odd jobs or speclal service. This
money was usually carefully concealed and
kept until in some intsances as much as a
hundred dollars had been saved. In the
history of the world it has been the man-
acled hand that rescued the torch of liber-
ty from total extinguishment and the
breath of an oppressed people that kept
alive the watch fires of freedom along the
promontories of human progress. So thesa
poor slaves concelved the thought of es-
cape and furnished the means for their own
liberation frcm beondage. They employed
white men in the South to assist them to
reach the Ohlo river, beyond which lay
their promised land. No matter how much
money they had, these benevolent South-
eners toek it all, and the fugitive landed,
if, indeed, he was able to escape detection
so long, upon the northern bank of the
river, penniles, hungry, almost without
clothes and not daring to show himself in
daylight, for the hills bordering the river
were scoured constantly by slave hunters
seeking runaways for the promised reward.
The officers of the underground rallroad
in the North worked for the love of
the cause alone. They never recelved any
retarn for the trouble and danger incurred.
They fed and clothed the runaways and for-
warded them from station to station at their
cwn expense. These officers never persuaded
slaves to attempt an escape, but whenever
one of them needed assistance It was al-
ways freely given, and not one, no matter
what his condition, was ever refused. It is
sald that more fugitive slaves were re-
ceived at Levi Coffin’'s house, in Fountain
City, than at any other station on the whole
system, The fame of Mr. Coffin's goodness
and power to help the siave had penetrated
to the cotton flelds and rice swamps, and
many & slave worked his way to his house
without any and without hav-

aral
again.

e

ing shown himself to any white person on
the way.

Levi Coffin devote: nearly forty years of
his life to freeing persons from slavery. He
incurred dangers, hardships and great ex-
pense, but he sald that he felt weli repaid
when he visited the families of those he
had helped gnd observed thelr happy and
prosperous condition.

THOMAS ALPHRAM.

Hagerstown, Ind.

SAVES HIS 82,000,000,

John Masury, of the Much Married
Family, Wins Divorce Sulit.
New York Press.

John M. Masury, who Inherited about
$.0000 of the 200097 which his grand-
father, John M. Masury, made in the manu-
facture of paint. never married the woman
who sued him for divorce, it was shown in
court yesterday. Hamlliton Odell, ref-
eree, reported to Justice Scott, in the Su-
preme Court, that Masury and Helen Felt-
ham, the singer, were not married on Sept.
4, 1880, nor at any other time, and Justice
Scott dismissed the action for divorce
brought by her. She had be:n trying to
establish her dower right in his iortune.

All the papers were scaled by order of the
court, thus continuing the procedure {n ev-
ery step of this case since the actlon was
brought, in the fall of 18, Testimony was
taken before a commission in Washington
and sent here, and Justice Smyth ordered
Hamilton Odell, on Dec. 13, 1588, to hear
further testimony and flle his report *“‘as
speditiously as possible.”” J. Noble Hayes,
of No. 120 Broadway, is Mr, Masury's atior-
ney.

Wilson G, Reade, a Washington lawyer,
testified that he had known the plaintiff
when she was Helen Feltham., He first
met Masury on Christmas day, 1895, at the
house of Benjamin F. Platt, of Connecticut,
enrolling clerk of the Senate, whose wife
was a sister of Miss Feltham. Masury was
introduced as the husband of Miss Felt-
ham. He was asked to keep the afrair
secert, as Masury did not want his family
to know he was married. Reade sald Mies
Feltham was about forty years old, and ten
Years Masury's senlor, Masury told Reade
of a trip on his yacht, which had been
wrecked in the sound in 1883. Mlss Felt-
ham wa® on board at the time. Reade
heard Masury address her as Mrs. Masury.

Benjamin F. Platt said that Masury was
at his home in Woodmont, Conn. He
had heard that Miss Feltham had been his
housekeeper at Riverdale in 1884, She had
been a singer in a church at Schenectady,
and before that was with the Bostonlans.

Mrs, Platt, the plaintiff’s sister, testified
that she introduced Masury to several per-
sons as ‘“"Helen’s husband,"” but that she
did not know the time or place of their
marriage, and never had seen a marriage
certificate. She sald she had a premonition
that he sister's position was not sgecure,
and advised Helen to have her marriage
recorded.

Masury is known among his intimates as
“Doc,”” and i a great yachtsman and
gsportsman. He belongs to the New York
Yacht Club, the Atlantic Yacht Club and
the New York Athletic Club. During the
war with Spain he was on his yacht, the
Brunhilde, with a party, and a Spanish
gunboat held him up in Brazilian ports,
threcatening to capture the yacht as a prize
on the high seas. Masury wrote to Presi-
dent McKinley about this, and recelving no
reply threatened to forswear his allegiance
to the United States.

John M. Masury, the elder, married one
of the girls from hils paint factory, who was
twenty-five years his junior, and succeeded
in keeping the marriage secret for ten
years. Bhe was Grace Hawkins, and her
father, Danlel Hawkins, was an East river
lighterman, She is living =till, and lg vice
president of the paint corporation. The
two grandsons, Frederick L. and John M.,
contested the will of the elder Masury, and
John M. took $£2,000000 in settlement of his
claim. Frederick 1. Masury married Miss
Olive Lake, who was the first wife of James
J. Corbett, the pugilist.
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COLLEGE-BRED GIRLS,

They Do Not Marry as Early as Those
Who Mave Fewer Advantuges,
Philadelphia Special.

The charge made by the Rev. Dr. E. Win-
chester Donald in a speech delivered at Ab-
bott Academy, Andover, Mass., that the
methods of education followed in nearly all
female colleges make pupils unwomanly and
too erudite has aroused a storm of agitation
at Bryn Mawr, Wellesley and other insti-
tutions included in Dr. Donald’'s arraign-
ment. There may be some basis for this ex-
traordinary criticism in the fact that the
percentage of marriages of the student class
falls far below that of the ordinary women,
and this may open a wide field for thought
among the educators of this country. It
may be that a college education does not
maKe a young woman self-centered and that
the influence of marriage among the grad-
uates is merely a coincidence; but the fol-
lowing statistics of the classes of 'S80 and "
at Bryn Mawr would indicate that there
may be more truth than poetry in Dr. Don-
ald's severe accusation:

Class '88—Ten years out of school, aver-
aging now 32-33 3'cars of age; 26 members,
11 married; 2 studied three years post-grad-
uate to take the degree of Ph. D. Nelther
of these has married.

Class '"M—Five years out of school, aver-
aging now 27-28 years of age; 20 in class, 3
have married; 3 studied one year extra to
take degree of A. M.; 1 stayed three years
to take Ph. D., thus shortening time for
possible courtship.

Of 78 women who have held fellowships,
10 have married, or 13 per cent.; of 161 grad-
uates 39 have married, or 24 per cent.; of 235
girls who dld not stay to take their degrees
38 have married, or 17 per cent.; of A.
B.'s 32 have married, or 14 per cent.

Fewer girls marry after taking the A. B.
degree than those who do not graduate.
Whether or not the Bry_n.Mawr students
are guiltless of Dr. Donaid’s charge of un-
womanliness, one thing Is certain, they are
taught to keep a secret, for everything re-
Jating to Bryn Mawr {s kept a profound
secret.

When asked concerning Dr. Donald's re-
marks, Miss M. Carey Thomas, president
of Bryn Mawr, declined to talk for publica-
tion, and said: *“I have no answer or ex-
planation to make.”

Justica Strawbridge, president of the
board of trustees, frigidly declined to dis-
cuss the matter. Each of the students ap-
proached made a heroic effort to be true
to Bryn Mawr traditions, but their man-
ner indicated silent indignation.

One of the young ladies, who declined to
give her name, sald: “It Is true that the

roportion of marrying college women is
ower than will be found in the same num-
ber of soclety women. Taking all college
women together, about one-third of them
marry. Not that they are less attractlve,
or less desirable as wives, but they are
busy, and the time and circumstances for
courtship are lacking. Once married, how-
ever, many of them carry on their work as
before. The General Association of College
Alumnae was the first organization to take
up problems of the home and of domestic
service.”

Another undergraduate saild: “Graduates
leave college at the age of twenty-one or
twenty-two, and are less likely to rush into
marriage. They think longer and look at
maternity more seriously. While I must ad-
mist that there is a great difference in the
percentage of married women who graduate,
compared to those who do not, T do not think
that a girl's erudition scares a young man
or creates a desgire to remain single, but
makes a woman more sensible and restrains
her from rushing unheedingly into wediock."”

Metropolitan Courtesy.

New York Times.

“Y was returning home with a small trav-
eling bag in my hands,” says the woman,
vand as it chanced to be just at the rush
hours and the cars crowded, of course 1
did not have a seat, But I was standing be-
side a gentlemanly young man who had a
seat and who, I soon saw, was also pos-
sessed of a kind heart.

“ ‘Can't 1 hold }'g?ilr t:lag for you?" he asked

olitely, raising = Al.

p“I own I was a little surprised at first,
but dtreet-car etiquette is developing in so
menk directions just now that one must be
prepared for anything. For a moment I
hardly knew what to say, and then, as it
occurred to me that this was Probabiy the
very latest development and it would not
be well to check any oneé's courteous in-
eclinatione. I thanked the young man, handed
him my bhag, which he held and sat until I
reached my destination, while I stood in
front of him."

When I Have Time.

When I have time I'll pause and turn aside;

I'll take the narrow way; forsake the wide;

I'll shun the thoroughfares where traffic grinds
Forever and anon,

Where Jucre's sheen the soul of mankind blinds,
But drives and shoves him on;

And guldes his fingers to his neighbor's purse,
And sinks him to perdition’s depths or worse—
I'll quit these scenes, some day—

When I have time.

When I have time, at home I'll spend It more;
I'll kiss the f{ace that greets me at the door;
And by my tired wife I'll take my place,

Her burdens will I share,
I'll smooth her way; I'l! banish from her face

The shad'wy clouds of care,
I'tl hie me to the by-ways; the oppressed
I'l1 afd; I'll comfort the distressed.

These things I'll do, and more—

When 1 have time.

When I have time I'll make my peace with God;
I'll tread the puths that other saints have trod;
I'll take my dusty Bible from {ts shelf

And read it through and through.
I'll learn to love my neighbor as myself

(A precept learned by few),
Aund then, some day, I'll lay me down to rest,
Well satisfled that I have done my best—

Some day; not now;. not yet;

When 1 have time.

3

u ~Lawrence Porcher Hext, (o Leslie's Weekly. 4 sho

THE VOICE OF THE PULPIT

AN APFEAL TO REASON, AND THE RE-
SULTS THAT MAY BE EXPECIED.

—p —

Short Sermon by Rev. Samuel W, Heil-
gart, . D.,
terinn Church,

FPastor First Presbhy-

Salisbuary, Md.

&

"“"Come now and let us reason together,"
saith the Lord.—lI=a. {, 18.

It is one of the marvels of unbelief that,
while it professes the highest respect for
that type of character which i{s the product
of Christianity, it yet depreciates te judg-
ment of thosa who put their trust in lts
auiinor and regulate their lives by its pre-
cepis.

Christians may be a good enough sort
of people, but they are very credulous,
is the verdict of the world. They ac-
cept their creed merely on the authority
of the religious teachers. They believe
facts which are incapable of proof. They
pursue a course which is irreconcilable with
reason. Sclence has reason on its side.
Philogophy is based upon reason. But re-
ligion is altogether a matter of faith: a
matter in which the feelings are involved,
but with which the intellect has nothing
to do. Religion and reason have nothing in
common.

This is the opinion of the world. Baut
the world may possibly be mistaken in its
judgment. Reason may after all have a
place in this system of belief and course
of conduct. If the author of the Bible be
the same God who has endowed man with
the faculty of reason there can be nothing
in revelation contrary to the dictates of
reason, or God would contradict Himself,
And there is nothing contrary to the sound-
est reason in the teachings of “The
Book,” or the practice of believers in it

Whatever demands religious teachers may
make upon the belief of man, God makes
no unreasonable demands upon HIis crea-
tures. The Blble is an appeal to reason.
The language of its divine author is, “Come
now and let us reason together,” and the
appcals of God's messengers, prophets,
apostles and preachers are addressed as
much to the intellect as to the heart of
man. Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel reasoned with the people to whomy
God sent them. Peter's great sermon to

rove the resurrection of Christ was a log-
cal argument.
SECRET OF PAUL'S POWER.

The power of Paul as a preacher was the
{rresistible logic with which he pressed upon
the minds of his hearers the truths of Chris-
tianity. When the Roman governor cowered
beneath the eloquence of the great apostle,
it was a8 “he reasoned of righteousness,
temperance and a judgment to come."”

“Come now, and let us reason together.”
God makes the demand upon us. What is
it to reason? It is to draw a justifiable in-
ference, to take a well-known fact or facts,
and deduce therefrom a principle, a theory,
a duty. It is to climb to the knowledge of

the unknown upomn the stepping stones of
the known.

The grandest achievements of art and
science are due to the exercise of this fac-
ulty. Thus, from the circular shadow of the
earth thrown on the surface of the moon
during its eclipse (In connection with other
facts), astronomers inferred that this planet
is a sphure; and Columbus, reasoning from
this fact, was led to believe that India could
be reacheil by =alling to the west. Newton,
observing the common fact that an appie
loosened from the tree, falls to the ground,
reasoned that an invisible force must draw
the one body to the other, and so discovered
the law of gravitation. James Watt, per-
ceiving the lid of the tea kettle bobbing up
and down as the water bolled, inferred that
steam possessed an expansive power, and
this led to the inventlon of the steam engine.

In lilke manner let reason exercise her office
with regard to spiritual things, and what
will be the result? Let us take admitted
facts and see to what conclusion they lead
us, Start with this well known fact: There
is a right and a wrong in humnan conduct.
Nobody can dispute this fact, Some things
wa do we know to be right, and some we
know to be wrong. We make constant use
of the word “ought”—and a most weighty
word it is,. What does it mean? It implies
obligation. When you say, “l ought to do
such and such a thing.,”” you mean I am
under obligation to do it. There (& an au-
thority compelling me to do it. If I fail to
do it, T am false to some obligation; I vio-
late some law.

AN UNREPEALABLE LAW.

What law? The law of the state? Nat
necesgarily. There are thousands of things
I ought to do about which the laws of the
state say nothing. The laws of a people
are not the highest standard of authority.
Human laws vary. Human laws are imper-
fect. The laws of different States differ. A
law is made one year and repealed the next.
But the law of right and wrong is un-
changeable, unrepealable. It is not human
laws that mark the distinction between
right and wrong. It is not human opinion,
it is not the consent of mankind. Were you

the only man on the face of the earth you
would still have the consciousness of this
difference between right and wrong, the
conviction that there were some things you
ought to do and some things you ought not
to do. You would feel that you were under
obligation, {. e., under lJaw. Now law im-
lies a lawgiver, the will of a superior. It
mplies a judge.
aking, then, this simple fact of an un-
alterable eternal distinctlon between right
and wrong, reason compels me to admit
that there {s a law not of man, and a law-
giver higher than man, to whom he is
amenable for all his actions. It is only the
man incapable of reasoning who denies or
ignores this. “The fool hath said in his
heart there is no God.” “The fear of the
Y.ord is the beginning of wisdom; a good
understanding have all they that keep His
commandments.'’

Take another fact. Here is a book which
purports to be the word of God, a revelation
of His will, a compllation of His laws. We
call it the Bible, i. e., the book—the book of
books. It was penned by many men,
living in different ages, in different coun-
tries, speaking in different tongues, but all
professing to speak in the name of God,
under the iInspiration of God's spirit. Thias
book is the basis of all religious teaching—
in the home, in the schools, in the state.
The laws of all civilized nations are based
upon it. The wisest and best of men ac-
cept it as a divine revelation.

No one will guestion the scholarship or
acuteness of mind of such men as Sir Isaac
Newton, John Ruskin, Sir Humphrey Davy,
Michael Faraday, Sir Willlam Herschel,
James Louls Agassiz, David Livin
Charles A. Dana, Cyrus W. Field.
and hundreds of others that might be
named—not clergymen, but aymen;
not theorists nor dreamers, but men in the
front ranks of the scientists of the world—
accept with reverence the teachings of the
Bible as divine.

Unquesticnably the foremost man in Eng-
land, perhaps in the world, during the last
half century, was Gladstone. In his book,
“The Impregnable Rock of Holy Seripture,”
he publish to the world his judgment of
the Bible, Bismarck was no fool. He ruled
Germany with an iron hand, and ralsed it to
the front rank among the great powers of
the world. He was a firm believer in the
divine authority of scripture. *“I know not
whence 1 should derive my sense of duty,”
is his language, “if not from God and f{is
revealed word.”

A SAFE GUIDE.

Yes, the best, the wisest, the ablest, the
most useful, the most successful men of ev-
ery civilized nation have been those who
accepted this book as the word of God, and
regulated their lives by its precepts. No
one ever brought disaster upon himself by
this course, while every reflecting person
can recall scores of men and women who
have made shipwreck of character and life
by not giving heed to its teachings. What,

then, does reason say should be our attitude
with regard to this book?

Take a third fact, not the least impor-
tant with which we have to do, the fact
of death.” There comes a time in the
experience of every man when the hand
loses Its cunning, the tongue iis speech,
the brain its wer to think—when the ma-
chinery of his wonderfully complicated
frame runs down like a clock, and the life
goes out. What then? Suppose, even, the
question of the soul's immortality be unset-
tled, and that a cloud of uncertainty hangs
over the eternal world. What then? If
there be the siightest probability of a future
life, would It not be the Part of reason to
act upon that probability? Nothing would

ton,
hese,

be lost so deoing, even should the be-
lief v?un!mda: and if the Christian
prove to be right and the sceptic

wrong, how great the loss of those who
have lived only for this world and ignored
their heavenly birthright? Deoes not reason
teach us that the noblest life is that which
draws its motives from the uns¢en and eter-
nal, and that the man who approaches
death with the hope of the Christian is the
man whose course is most to be approved?
Let us listen to the voice of reason. Let
us justly regard these facts.

One more thought. We have considered
that there is an everlasting distinetion be-
tween the right and the wrong; that there
is a volume which multitudes accept as
containing the standard of right and re-
flecting the will of the great Lawgiver, and
that there is a crisis called death which
we must all face. Now, lay alongside of
these this other fact—which the masses of
mankind will acknowledge as a fact—that
those who believe in the Bible, and regulate
their conduet by its teachings, conforming
their lives to the perfect pattern given in
the human life of God's own Son, are the
hest citizens, the best neighbors, the hest
men, the best women, the most faithful to
every duty, the happiest, the most patient
under the trials of life, and the most peace-
ful upon the bed of death, facing the last
enemy without fear.

Place these facts together and draw your
own conclusions. What does reason sav?
“Come now and let us reason together,”
saith the Lord.

GOWNS IN THE UNIVERSITY.

Significance of the Diffierent Colors
and Patterns,

Mew York Evening Posl

At commencements and other academic
ceremonies the appearance of the office s
of the different universities and colleges In
their caps, gowns and hoods always at-
tracts no little attention, and the masses of
bright colors and rich materials to be found
in their robes are a source of much intaerest
to those persons not verted in coallege cus-
toms. While the senlor in his ecap and
gown as he appears at class day on the
platform or campus is doubtless a very im-

osi sort of personage to others

imself, yet as a mere spectacla he must

¥ield to his professors and instructors, whose |

ccstumes seem to fairly run riot with colors.
This effect, however, is not accomplished ny
mere chance or aesthetic fancy, but in con-
formity with a code which is almost as
minvte in its specifications as would be
found in the regulations governing the uni-
forms of the army and navy.

The use of the cap and gown bhas increazed
s0 rapldly that a few years ago a comm s-
sion representing a4 number of American

colleges and universities was assembled to |

discuss the quesiion of academic costume,
and to make recommendations dchat woull
tend to secure a uniinrmity of practice.
Previously thers had been the widest di-
versity in the rules of the different colleges,
and there could be found costumas consisi-
ing of a scarlet robe trimmed with purple
velvet and surmounted with a gayly ~olored
hood edged with ermine, as was cuce pro-
vided for in the regulations of Columbia
University, to the more sombre gown of
plain black silk, devoid of wvelvet or other
ornamentation, and lacking also a hood.
Now, however, the rules of the commission
have found general acceptance, wn.d it is
ossible to tell at a glance the degree, the
aculty to which it pertains, and the uni-
versity conferring it.

Starting with the gown we have to re-
member that the higher the degree the
more impressive and stately this garment
becomes. The undergraduate, should he
wear a gown, has it made quite scanty of
gome black cloth with pointed sleeves, and
wears with it the mortar-board or Oxford
cap. After recelving his bachelor's degree
the gown is made fuller and usually of a
finer material, and on occasions of cere-
mony {s worn with a hood, which will he
described later. The sleeves are open and
pointed, but there is no trimming or orna-
mentation on the gown. After the degree of
master of arts, of science, or of any other
academic department has been taken the
own is made of silk and the sleeves are
ong and closed. The doctor alsn wears a
silk gown, but in his case the sleeves are
made round and open, and he is entitled to
have facings of black velvet down the front
and bars of black velvet on the sleeves.

The use of colored velvet for these facings |

and cross-bars instead of black is permitted,
in which case the color of the velvet is gov-
erned by the trimming of the hood,

The doctor's gown shows greater fullness
and is generally made of heavy sgilk. In
some universities the.members of the cor-
poration or governing board are entitled to
wear the doctor’'s gown during their term
of office, as this costume signifies the high-
est rank in the matter of gowns.

While the resemblance of one form of
gown to another s quite apparent, the same
cannot be said of the hoods, as there are to
be found differences in color and pattern

uite as marked as in the case of the shoul-

ér straps and other designating marks of
a mliitary officer. It was in this respect
that the work of the commission was most
important, as previously those universities
using the hood had colors and designs of
their own which differed widely in the dif-
ferent institutions. It was the wish of the
delex&tes,r among whom were representa-
tives of Yale, Princeton and Celumbia, to
devise such a system as would make it pos-
sible to tell the degree of the wearer, to-
gether with his alma mater. The result was
a simple set of rules which have been
adopted at a number of American colleges.

First as to the length and style of the
hood: Far the bachelor's degree it is three
feet in length, made of black cloth, lined
with silk, and edged with a band of silk, sa-
tin or velvet. The master has a hood of
gilk, four feet in length, with a silk lining,
Lut with a broader edging than the bach-
elor. This edging, by the way, forms the
strap of the hood that goes around the neck
and holds the hood in position. The doctor's
hood s the same length as the master's,
made of silk and velvet, but having in addi-
tion panels at the back which are lined with
silk and edged with velvet. The most im-
portant thing, of course, is the color of the
silk and velvet that form the lining and
edging of these hoods. The university or
college from which the degree is received
iIs shown by the color of the lining: the
color or colors belonging to the instﬁutlnn
being selected. The faculty under which the
degree has been taken is denoted by the
color of th edging, and for this purpose the
following colors are used: Arts and letters,
white; sclence, yellow; philosophy, dark
blue; medicine, green; theology, red; law,
purple; fine arts, brown; music, pink. It
will be readily seen from this the striking
combinations of colors that can be evolved
and the picturesquness of a modern com-
mencement procession appreciated.

In a few American universities and semi-
naries the English custom of wearing scar-
let robes on ceremonal occasions has been
followed by some of the professors, but the
custom has never become general, and the
possessors of such costumes have often at-
tracted no little attention when visiting in-
land or distant colleges. In connection with
the matter of scarlet robes, the story is told
of a centennial celebration at an Irish uni-
versity which was largely attended by rep-
resentatives from foreign institutions. The
appearance of those wearing the scarlet
robes and hoods was not particularly pleas-
ing to the populace, but the representative
of an American medical school, In whose
costume green played an important part,
appealed most strongly to the public fancy,
and was followed from his hotel to the uni-
versity by admlr!nﬁ small boys.

The cap worn with the American academiec
costume is the well-known mortar-board,
and the only difference in the various de-
grees is that the doctor may have the tas-
sel and button of gold thread. With the
great diversity of colors that are assoclated
with our American colleges, one can ap-
preciate how varied the hoods of any one
faculty would appear with each professor
wearing the colors of his own college, yet,
?!t“tr:ga;ame“tlme lL!lze uniformity of prac-

es possible to tel! the
honors that each has received, o e

At Sea.

Worn voyagers, who watch for land
Across the endless wastes of sea,

Who gaze before and dn each hand,
Why look yet not to what ye flee?

The stars by which the sallors steer
Not always rise before the prow:
Though forward naught but clouds appear,
Behind, they may be breaking now.

‘What though we may not turn again
To shores of childhood that we leave,
Are those old signs we followed vain?
Can guldes =0 oft found true decelve?

Oh, sall we to the south or north,
Oh, sall we to the east or west:

The port from which we first put forth
1s our heart's home, Is our life's best.

—F. W. Bourdillon.

A Bluff All Around.

Detroit Free Press.

“It was done so nicely that I couldn't
get mad," explained the drummer who was
spending a few (13‘3'.5 home. *“*“While | was
out on my last trip I arrived one day at
a town where some sort of a celebration
was being held, and when I tried to get a
room at the only hotel in the town the
clerk sald he was sorry, but every room in
the house was engaged.

“Now, at one time I was a telegraph
operator, and when 1 am waiting for trains
1 amuse myself by reading the messages
going over the wires, 1t suddenly struck
me that while at a railway station down
the line I had read a message asking the
clerk at the hotel where the celebration
was being held to reserve a room. It was
slgned by a man by the name of Browa,
and it occurred to me that it was a good
chance to run a bluff,

“'Didn’t you get my telegram? sald I.
‘Brown is my name.’

* *Oh, beg pardon, Mr. Brown!" exclaimed
the clerk, ‘we have a room reserved for
you all rla?'t.'

“Well, joke was too
an;l“ when I ran across a
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Our Midsummer
Clearance Sale

More big bargains for Monday. We
This season’s stock must go. Watch
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360 to 370 West Wash St.
3 Squares West of lllinois.

it

B

chairs for the night I told them how I
had succeeded in getting a roem.

“There was a quiet little man sitting
near, who took it all in, and when I ar-
rived at the point where the laugh came In
he said, with a smile, that he was sorry
tc disappoint me, but his name was Brown
and ne would trouble me for his room.

“T wilted r:ght then and there and In-
vited every one to have something at my
expense, and the quiet little man had the
nerve to include himself in the invitation.

““Well, along about midnight, when I was
trying to get to sleep doubled up in an
office chair, I heard some one quarreling
with the night clerk. "

“‘I tell you my name is Brown!' roared
the voice. ‘I telegraphed you down the
line to hold a room for me'’

“That put me wide awake at once and
what I learned made me boil. That mis-
erable little cuss whom I had given my
room up to was not Brown at all. He had
called my bluff by running a bigger one
himself.

“And he had the gall the next morning
to ask me how I had slept!™

The Dinner Hour in England.

Sir Walter Besant, in The Queen.

The history of the dinner hour, which
would seem simple, is in reality complicated
by the confusion between dinner and sup-
per. For instance, in the sixteenth century,
while 11 o'clock, or noon, was the dinner
hour in London, in the country people gen-
erally dined at 10. At Cambridge the under-
graduates got up at 4 were in chapel
from 5 to 6, attended lectures or read till
19, and then took dinner in hall. Like the
law students of the present day, they were
divided into messes of four, their frugal
dinner consisting of a penny worth of beef,
the broth in which it was boiled, and some
oatmeal. At 5 they had summer, which was
exactly like their dinner. In London the
supper hour was 8. There was, as yet, no
breakfast; but for those who could not
wait, a bever, or luncheon—a siight refresh-
ment—was allowed. Presently we find the
dinner hour advanced to noon; then there
must be breakfast. Dinner creeps on—it is
now held at 1; next at 2. In the last cen-
tury it became common to dine at 3 and 4
Toward the close of the century fashionable
people dined at 6. There was necessary not
only a breakfast, but luncheon as well. Sup-
per, however, did not disappear. If people
dined at 6, they took something in the
rature of supper to finish the day. .Then
breakfast, which at first consisted of a
draught of small beer and a crust of bread,
and in polite circles went on to tea, with
bread and butter, began to be a solid meal.
When I went to Cambridge, in the fifties,
we dined at 4, and most men drank beer
by way of supper. It was then thought in
country towns a mark of aristocratic lelsure
to dine at 3 or 4 So that we get a sort of
evolution. There msut be two solid meals
in the day. Where shall we put them? At
10 and 5; at 11 and 6; at 4 in the afternoon
and at 8§ in the morning; at & or even later,
in the evening, and at 1 in the day. Then
there must be something for the weaker
brethren. Where =hall we put it? Early in

the morning and at 1 in the afternoon. Then
at noon and at bedtime. At present at
breakfast and at afternoon tea—so that,
whether in the fashion or out of it, the ona
demand that nature makes is for two solid
meals a day, and this she always gets,
whatever we call it i

SIGNATURES ON A WAGER.

How a Man Got Others to Petition te

Have n Judge Hanged.
New Orleans Times-Democrat.

“I've often heard of folks signing all mane
ner of absurd papers without reading them,”
sald a tenant In cne of the large
blocks, “but I saw the thing demonst
l'r‘l ﬂk very stariling fashion one day

reek, .

“A broker In an adjacent offi t
an argument on the subject, .ﬁ &o m
a bet about it drew up a petition to .&ov-
ernor Foster. It started out with a
rigmarole of a grﬂmble. Lthe substance
which was that Judge (naming one of
the most prominent and highly respected
Jurists in New Orileans) was a menace to
t{w dllxblic og accm&nt otb his
stupidity, and wound up by requesting the
Governor to order him to be h?nxed
diately. The whole thing was clothed
such a mass of pompous and hig
words that it was difficult at first to ca
its absurd purport, but, reduced to
English, it was about as | have stated.

“Armed with this interesting: document
the lawyer went the rounds of the bh&
‘Here's an Invitation to Judge to
liver a lecutxlre on Rcimn law,” he msald to
every man he met. ‘l want gon to
Shall I read it to you? * a b:g:u‘:;
No!" the other fellow would say as soon as
he glanced at the mass of wrltlnf. and down

bie

would go his signature. Ineredi as it may
seem, he got forty-four signers in less than
two hours and won his bet, which was
on forty,
“Out of the whole crowd he encoubtm
only one man who insisted on reading
document before affixing his name. He ME

ned to be a bitter political enemy of
udge's, and when he got th h he

grimly. °‘I'll sign that with penuru
said, ‘and I'm glad =0 many other ef
feel the same way.” But, lea him out,
there were forty-three intelligent men, law-
vers, doctors, merchants, brokers,
manufacturers and other representative citle
zens who had deliberately but unwit
signed a petition to hang one of our J
en some of them heard what t
done they were highly indignant, but
tainly taught them a valuable lesson.
couldn't be caught that way again.”

had
cer-

'Tl' to Date,
Chicago Post.

“Poor Emma,” sald Maybelle.

“What's the matter with Emma?®™ de-
manded Xathryn.

“She has such an unfortunate name. It
has to be spelled in the same old way that
has been famillar for penerations.”™

“I guess you haven't nad a letter from her
recently. She signs her name E-m-m-a-h.*™

WALTER BAKER & CO.’S
Breakfast Cocoa

Costs less than One Cent a cup.

Be sure that the Package bears our Tmle-ll.rg._

A Perfect Food. Pure, Nutritious, Deficlous.

WALTER BARKER & CO. Limited.

Established 1780.




